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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To enhance the reliability of 
printing operation in the resuming of printing after the 
long-term stop of a recording apparatus. 
SOLUTION: The valve member 22 opening and closing 
the atmosphere release port 10g of a capping means for 
sealing the nozzle forming surface of a recording head 7 
is driven by an actuator 25 so as to be opened and 
closed and, when a recording apparatus is stopped over 
a long period of time, the atmosphere release port 10g is 
set to an open state. By this constitution, it can be 
suppressed that a film of ink solidified because the ink is 
suddenly dried at nozzle orifice parts becomes a state 
covering nozzle orifices like a lid member and the 
solidification of the ink advances up to the deep parts of 
the nozzle orifices of the recording apparatus. Therefore 
the clogging of nozzle orifices can be easily eliminated 
by cleaning operation. 
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